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Survey Results
The survey was conducted for Harvard School of Public Health via telephone (landline and cell phone) by ICR, an independent research company. Interviews were conducted February 4-8, 2009, among a nationally representative sample of 1,283 respondents age 18 or older. The margin of error for total respondents is +/-3.5 percentage points at the 95% confidence level.  

PS-1
How worried are you about becoming infected or getting ill from the food you eat?  Are you…

	
	Very worried
	Somewhat
	Not too
	Not at all
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	9
	24
	34
	33
	*
	*

	6/1/08*
	13
	25
	38
	24
	--
	--


*HSPH Food Safety Survey


PS-2
How worried are you that you or someone in your immediate family may become sick from contaminated peanut products.  Are you…?

	
	Very worried
	Somewhat
	Not too
	Not at all
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	13
	23
	28
	35
	*
	*



PS-3
In the past few weeks, have you heard or read about peanut products being recalled, that is, returned to the manufacturer or not allowed to be sold due to potential contamination with disease-causing organisms, or not?  

	
	Yes, have heard
	No, have not heard
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	93
	7
	--
	--



PS-4
To the best of your knowledge, have any of the following foods been recalled:


a.
Major national brands of peanut butter, like Skippy or Jif


(Asked of total respondents who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 1211)

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	25
	66
	9
	--



b.
Jars or cans of dry-roasted peanuts


(Asked of total respondents who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 1211)

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	23
	64
	13
	*



c.
Peanut butter crackers


(Asked of total respondents who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 1211)

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	70
	23
	7
	--



d.
Some cakes, brownies or cookies


(Asked of one half of total respondents who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 609)

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	45
	44
	11
	--



e.
Some snack bars


(Asked of one half of total respondents who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 609)

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	49
	41
	10
	--



f.
Some ice cream


(Asked of one half of total respondents who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 609)

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	27
	60
	13
	--



g.
Some pet treats


(Asked of one half of total respondents who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 602)

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	43
	42
	15
	*



h.
Some candy


(Asked of one half of total respondents who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 602)

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	39
	47
	14
	--



i.
Some pre-packaged meals


(Asked of one half of total respondents who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 602)

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	36
	49
	15
	--


(Asked of one half of total respondents who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 608)

PS-5
To the best of your knowledge, what are government officials concerned that these peanut products may be contaminated with…

	
	Salmonella
	E-coli
	Listeria
	Something else
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	77
	10
	1
	4
	8
	*



PS-
(Asked of total who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 1211)

PS-6
As a result of the recall, have you…?

	
	Stopped eating all foods containing peanuts
	Stopped eating only those foods you’ve heard were involved in the recall
	Haven’t you stopped eating foods containing peanuts at all
	Never eat peanuts (vol)
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	15
	28
	45
	11
	1
	*



(Asked of total who have stopped eating all foods containing peanuts or only those involved in the recall as a 


result; n = 507)

PS-7
Specifically, have you stopped eating peanut butter in jars or not?

	
	Yes, have
	No, have not
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	37
	62
	1
	--



PS-3/6/7.
Combo Table

	
	2/8/09

	Have heard/read about peanut product recall
	93

	
Stopped eating all foods containing peanuts/only those foods 

involved in the recall
	40

	

Stopped eating peanut butter in jars
	15

	

Have not stopped eating peanut butter in jars
	25

	
Haven’t stopped eating food containing peanuts at all
	42

	
Never eat peanuts
	10

	Have not heard/read about peanut product recall
	7

	Don’t know
	--

	Refused
	--



(Asked of total who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 1211)

PS-8
Have you taken any of the following steps as a result of the recall?  Have you (INSERT)?


a.
Contacted relatives or friends to make sure they know about the recall 

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	31
	69
	*
	--



b.
Stopped ordering food that contains peanuts in restaurants

	
	Yes
	No
	Never eat peanuts
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	22
	71
	5
	1
	*



c.
Checked ingredient lists on foods in the grocery store to make sure you know which foods contain peanuts

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	27
	73
	*
	--



d.
Thrown away foods in your home that you think might be on the recall list

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	25
	74
	*
	--



e.
Checked the FDA’s (Federal Drug Administration) online list of foods that have been recalled

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	14
	85
	*
	--



f.
Looked for more information about the recall

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	19
	81
	*
	*



PS-6/8.
Summary of Steps Taken
	
	2/8/09

	Any of these (NET)
	61

	
Stopped eating all foods containing peanuts
	15

	
Stopped eating only those foods you’ve heard were involved in the recall
	28

	
Stopped ordering foods that contain peanuts in restaurants
	22

	
Checked ingredient lists on foods in the grocery store to make sure you 


know which foods contain peanuts
	27

	
Thrown away foods in your home that you think might be on the recall list
	25

	None of these
	39



(Asked of total who have heard/read about peanut product recall and have looked for more information about 


it; n = 216)

PS-10
Were you able to get the information you needed, or not?
	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	85
	14
	1
	--



(Asked of total who have heard/read about peanut product recall and have looked for more information about 


it; n = 216)

PS-9
Have you gone to any of the following sources for further information?  How about (INSERT)?

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	a. The Centers for Disease Control, or CDC website
	20
	78
	2
	--

	b. The Food and Drug Administration, or FDA website
	33
	65
	2
	--

	c. The U.S. Department of Agriculture, or USDA website
	18
	82
	1
	--

	d. News websites
	54
	46
	--
	--

	e. Food company websites
	21
	79
	*
	--

	f. The Centers for Disease Control, or CDC 1-800-number
	7
	93
	--
	--

	g. The Food and Drug Administration, or FDA telephone number
	7
	93
	--
	--

	h. Your state department of health
	10
	88
	2
	--

	i. Newspapers or television
	82
	18
	--
	--



PS-3/8f/9.
Combo Table

	
	2/8/09

	Have heard/read about peanut product recall
	93

	
Have looked for more information about it
	18

	

Gone to CDC (NET)
	4

	


Gone to the CDC website
	4

	


Gone to the CDC 1-800-number
	1

	

Gone to the FDA (NET)
	6

	


Gone to the FDA website
	6

	


Gone to the FDA telephone number
	1

	

Gone to the USDA website
	3

	

Gone to news websites
	9

	

Gone to food company websites
	4

	

Gone to your state department of health
	2

	

Gone to newspapers or television
	14

	
Have not looked for more information about it
	76

	Have not heard/read about peanut product recall
	7

	Don’t know
	--

	Refused
	--



(Asked of total sample)
PS-11
Have you seen or read any information from the Centers for Disease Control, or CDC, about how to protect yourself from getting sick from contaminated peanut products, or not?

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	12
	87
	1
	*



(Asked of total who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 1211)

PS-12
Do you feel like you have enough timely and pertinent information to know how to protect yourself from getting sick from contaminated peanut products, or not?

	
	Yes, have enough information
	No, do not have enough information
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	72
	27
	1
	*



PS-13
Now I am going to read you a list of groups and I would like you to tell me how much confidence you have in each of them to keep food safe?  How about (INSERT ITEM)?




Do you have…?


a.
The government inspection system

	
	A great deal of confidence
	A good amount
	Only some
	Very little
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	9
	28
	35
	27
	1
	*

	6/1/08*
	12
	35
	32
	20
	2
	*


*HSPH Food Safety Survey


b.
Grocery stores

	
	A great deal of confidence
	A good amount
	Only some
	Very little
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	13
	35
	35
	17
	1
	--

	6/1/08*
	14
	44
	32
	9
	1
	*


*HSPH Food Safety Survey


c.
Food manufacturers

	
	A great deal of confidence
	A good amount
	Only some
	Very little
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	5
	27
	42
	25
	1
	*



(Asked of one half of total respondents; n = 641)

PS-18
For each of the following, please tell me if you know what it is; if you have heard of it, but aren’t sure what it is, or if you have never heard of it.




How about (INSERT)?


a.
E coli

	
	Know what it is
	Heard of it, but aren’t sure what it is
	Have never heard of it
	Don’t know 
	Refused

	2/8/09
	75
	22
	4
	--
	--

	6/1/08*
	62
	31
	7
	*
	--


*HSPH Food Safety Survey


b.
Salmonella

	
	Know what it is
	Heard of it, but aren’t sure what it is
	Have never heard of it
	Don’t know 
	Refused

	2/8/09
	81
	17
	2
	--
	--

	6/1/08*
	62
	32
	6
	--
	--


*HSPH Food Safety Survey


c.
Listeria
	
	Know what it is
	Heard of it, but aren’t sure what it is
	Have never heard of it
	Don’t know 
	Refused

	2/8/09
	27
	30
	43
	*
	--



(Asked of total who know what salmonella is or have heard of it; n = 627)

PS-19
How worried are you about you or someone in your family becoming infected or getting ill from salmonella in the next twelve months?  Are you…?

	
	Very worried
	Somewhat
	Not too
	Not at all
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	8
	23
	41
	28
	*
	--

	6/1/08*
	14
	25
	39
	22
	*
	--


*HSPH Food Safety Survey


(Asked of total who know what salmonella is or have heard of it; n = 627)

PS-20
If a person gets sick from salmonella, which of the following symptoms do you think they would usually have?




Do you think they would usually have (INSERT ITEM), or not?

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	a. Diarrhea
	96
	2
	2
	--

	b. Fever
	76
	17
	7
	--

	c. Abdominal cramps
	94
	2
	3
	--

	d. A rash
	22
	64
	14
	*

	e. A cough
	9
	77
	14
	--



PS-18/20.
Combo Table

	
	2/8/09

	Know what salmonella is or have heard of it
	98

	
Diarrhea is a symptom
	94

	
Fever is a symptom
	75

	
Abdominal cramps is a symptom
	93

	
A rash is a symptom
	21

	
A cough is a symptom
	9

	Have never heard of salmonella
	2

	Don’t know
	--

	Refused
	--



(Asked of total who know what salmonella is or have heard of it; n = 627)

PS-21
To the best of your knowledge, if a person gets ill from salmonella, do they usually get symptoms right after eating a food contaminated with salmonella, several hours to a few days after, or up to a week after?

	
	Right after
	Several hours to a few days after
	Up to a week after
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	7
	78
	10
	5
	*



PS-18/21.
Combo Table

	
	-------------------Know what salmonella is or have heard of it---------------
	Have never heard of salmonella
	Don’t know
	Refused

	
	NET
	Symptoms occur right after eating contaminated food
	Symptoms occur several hours/few 
	Symptoms occur up to one week after eating contaminated food
	
	
	

	2/8/09
	98
	7
	76
	10
	2
	--
	--



(Asked of total who have heard/read about peanut product recall; n = 1211)

PS-14
In the last six months, did you get sick with what you believe was salmonella caused by contaminated peanut products or not? 

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know
	Refused

	2/8/09
	1
	98
	1
	--



(Asked of total who have heard of recall and say they have gotten sick in the last 6 months from salmonella 

caused by contaminated peanut products; n = 9)

PS-15
When you got sick, did you do any of the following:  Did you (INSERT)?

	

	a. See your doctor

	b. Go to an emergency room

	c. Call your state or local health department

	d. Search for more information on a government website

	e. Contact the store or restaurant where you bought the food you 


thought made you sick


Insufficient data for analysis.


(Asked of total who have heard of recall and say they have gotten sick in the last 6 months from salmonella 


caused by contaminated peanut products; n = 9)

PS-16
Would you say the symptoms of your illness were very severe or not very severe?

Insufficient data for analysis.


(Asked of total who have heard of recall and say they have not gotten sick in the last 6 months from salmonella 


caused by contaminated peanut products; n = 1202)

PS-17
Suppose you DID get sick and you thought it might be salmonella.  Do you think you would do each of the following or not?  How about (INSERT ITEM)? 

	
	Yes, would do
	No, would not 
	Don’t know
	Refused

	a. See your doctor
	90
	9
	1
	--

	b. Go to an emergency room
	75
	22
	2
	--

	c. Call your state or local health department
	56
	42
	2
	--

	d. Search for more information on a government website
	55
	44
	1
	--

	e. Contact the store or restaurant where you bought the food you 


thought made you sick
	79
	19
	2
	*
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